NORTHVIEW HIGH SCHOOL SYLLABUS

CREATIVE WRITING

SEMESTER-ONE

Nancy Hoffman




Room: #2108


nhoffman@nvps.net




Conference Hours:  by appointment 

Website: http://hoffmanshomepage.weebly.com

TEXTS:
Teacher-selected short stories, essays, memoirs, children’s literature, and poetry
Creative Writing Website: (see above)

The course website offers students a variety of resources. More importantly, it summarizes what happens each day in class, allowing students the opportunity to stay caught up and on top of homework assignments. Absent students are expected to check the website to complete missed in-class assignments and stay up to date on homework. 

Course Overview: In this class we will spend a great deal of time exploring all that our imagination has to offer. This is a class that is designed to be fun and engaging and encourage you to look at writing in a new way. We will explore a variety of genres this semester including: poetry, short stories, children’s literature, and memoirs. Many of the pieces you will create in this class veer away from the traditional approach to writing, you will not be asked to compose any five paragraph essays. However, please make no mistake; there will be a great deal of WRITING in this course. You will be asked to write (often several times) every single class. In order to stay organized this semester you may want to use Google docs for all of your assignments or invest in a USB drive to store your work. 

The class will be separated into three main components: projects, class work, and composition notebooks. The following list of assignments will give you an idea of what to expect in the upcoming months: 

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Short Story 
2. Children’s Book

3. Poetry Works
4. StoryCorps Interview
5. Screenwriting
6. Creative Memoir 
7. Publishing Submission

8. Composition Notebook

9. Final Exam 
Class work:

These activities will vary from class to class, but we will use the workshop model each day. You will be asked to participate in class discussion, respond to peer’s pieces, short stories and articles, complete activities, work with others in groups, peer edit, and stay on top of deadlines. 

Composition Notebooks:

At the beginning of each class period you will be asked to write a response to a prompt. You will record all your responses in the composition notebook.  I will score and review them at least once every ten class periods. It is imperative that you are completing these prompts as they are assigned in class because your participation will be reflected in your grade for this category. If you are absent, please complete responses upon your return. 
GRADING POLICY: 

Overall: 80% semester work; 20% final exam memoir project

Semester work: 70% Summative Assessments; 30% Formative Assessments
Credit is earned by achieving an average of 59.5%
ASSESSMENTS: 
       Formative Assessments:

Daily Writing Prompts

Classroom activities

Summative Assessments:

Short Story (September) – guest Matt Baker
Children’s Book (October)
Poetry Works (throughout the semester – styles include spoken word, stop motion poetry and copy change among others) – guest Kelsey May
StoryCorps Interview (November)
Screenwriting (December) – guest Tate Hamilton
Creative Memoir (January) (students will share their favorite page with the class)
Publishing Submission (Submit work publicly anytime throughout the semester)
Composition Notebook (throughout the semester)
Final Exam

Classroom Info: 

· Please no food in class. Water is permitted and encouraged. 

· Please keep cell phones off and out of sight. Phones are a distraction to the writing process. 
· Respect of fellow students and the teacher must be demonstrated at all times. 
· READ, READ, READ!!!!!
