NORTHVIEW HIGH SCHOOL SYLLABUS

THEATRE ARTS 

   SEMESTER-ONE
Nancy Hoffman





Room: #2108

nhoffman@nvps.net




Conference Hours:  by appointment 
Website: hoffmanshomepage.weebly.com

English CATS Hours: Mondays, 2:45-3:45
TEXTS:
Teacher-selected plays, scenes and monologues

Theater Arts Website: (see above)

The course website offers students a variety of resources including links to local theatre websites. More importantly, it summarizes what happens each day in class, allowing students the opportunity to stay caught up and on top of homework assignments. Absent students are expected to check the website to complete missed in-class assignments and stay up to date on homework/performance requirements. 

Course Overview: Theatre Arts is a performance-based course. It is the goal of the course to make each student feel comfortable on stage performing in front of his/her peers and beyond the classroom. Much attention will be paid to stage presence, playing to an audience, listening as an actor, physical and vocal readiness and overall credibility. While there will be some instruction on technical theatre, the majority of the course focuses on live performance.

REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Attendance – if you have an excused absence, it is your responsibility to check with me for further       instruction/questions. 

2. Missed work policy – The school-wide late work policy is as follows: Students must complete assignments on time. Assignments are due the next class period, unless otherwise stated. Students are allowed one late assignment/performance and must be completed by the next class period. After a student uses the one late assignment, all other late work will be counted as a zero. 

3. Class participation – a must! Be prepared to participate and/or perform every day. 

4. Classroom exercises as assigned 

5. Written dramatic critique of our high school’s production 

6. Improvisation 

7. Monologues/Dialogues

8. Final dramatic scene for all students 

9. Quizzes 

10. If a school function (band, sports, field trip, etc.) takes you out of the building, you are still responsible for everything we do in class that day and for any quizzes or assignments due the next day. NOTE: Attendance, participation and attitude are major factors in determining the final grade. 

GRADING POLICY: 

Overall: 80% semester work – 20% final exam 

Semester work: 80% performance (summative) – 20% assignments (formative practice)

Credit is earned by achieving an average of 59.5%.

ASSESSMENTS:


Formative Assessments (Assignments):



Quizzes



Warm-up activities


Summative Assessments (Performance):



Pantomime



Partner/Group Mime



Musical Mime


Monologue


Soap Scene



Final Scene

SCHEDULE: 

I. Performance 

A. Stage Movement 

B. Mime 

C. Voice 

D. Improvisation 

E. Auditions 

F. Memorization 

G. Characterization 
II. Gradual Release Learning 

A. Pairs 

B. Small group

C. Large group 

D. Whole group 

E. Peer Directing 

III. History and Aesthetics (Overview)

A. Theatre History 

B. Contributing playwrights 

C. Theatre Etiquette 

D. Critical evaluation of theatre 

IV. Technical Theatre (Overview) 

A. Lighting

B. Sound

C. Set design 

D. Costuming 

E. Make up 

Daily Routine: 

• We will begin each class going over that day’s agenda. Any announcements or handouts will be given at that time. Play Talks – (aka Book Talks) will introduce students to classic and contemporary works/playwrights.
• When available, we will move to the auditorium.

• Physical warm up and later a vocal warm up.

• 1-2 warm up games /improvisation activities. 

• Rehearse/perform that day’s assignment. 
• REMEMBER: Be prepared to perform every day. 
General Classroom Information 

1. Attend each class with energy and a willingness to work! 

2. PLEASE - NO food, candy or beverages (other than bottled water) in the classroom or on stage. I DON’T WANT MICE!!!! 

3. NO electronic devices in class. This is a distraction from the performance process in addition to being incredibly rude as an audience member. Proper etiquette is a must. 

4. This is a performance class – NO GUM! 

5. Whenever possible, read new plays, see new plays. I have an abundance of plays to share. 

6. Respect of fellow students and the teacher must be demonstrated at all times.









