NORTHVIEW HIGH SCHOOL SYLLABUS

ADVANCED THEATRE ARTS 

   SEMESTER-ONE
Nancy Hoffman





Room: #2108


nhoffman@nvps.net




Conference Hours:  by appointment 

Website: hoffmanshomepage.weebly.com

English CATS Hours: Mondays, 2:45-3:45

TEXTS:
Teacher-selected plays, scenes and monologues

Advanced Theater Arts Website: (see above)

The course website offers students a variety of resources including links to local theatre websites. More importantly, it summarizes what happens each day in class, allowing students the opportunity to stay caught up and on top of homework assignments. Absent students are expected to check the website to complete missed in-class assignments and stay up to date on homework/performance requirements. 

Course Overview: Advanced Theatre Arts is a performance-based course and is designed to challenge the experienced performer. Critical attention is paid to the physical, emotional and social dimensions of character development, script analysis and understanding the whole piece and whole actor. Both in class and public performances are requirements of the course along with written theatre critiques and playwright research. Additionally, students will delve more fully into technical theatre and design. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Attendance – it is the student’s responsibility to check with me or the website for further instruction/questions. 

2. Missed work policy: Students must complete assignments on time. Assignments are due the next class period, unless otherwise stated. Late work will be deducted 50% and must be completed by the next class period. 
3. Classroom exercises as assigned 
4. Monologues/Scene Work  

5. Play reaction paper

6. One-Act Play #1 

7. Playwright/Play Research Project 

8. Theatre by the Numbers Performance

9. Live performance critique
10. One-Act Play #2 
11. Final dramatic scene for all students 

12. If a school function (band, sports, field trip, college visit, etc.) takes you out of the building, you are still responsible for everything we do in class that day and for any quizzes or assignments due the next day. 

GRADING POLICY: 

Overall: 80% semester work – 20% final exam 

Semester work: 80% performance (summative) – 20% assignments (formative practice)

Credit is earned by achieving an average of 59.5%.

ASSESSMENTS:


Formative Assessments:


Theatre Vocabulary


Character Analyses 



Cold Readings



Play Reaction Paper



Play critique



Playwright Research Project



Technical Theatre Design

Summative Assessments:


Contrasting Monologues


Scene work



One-Act Play #1



Theatre by the Numbers



Scene Work


Final Scene

SCHEDULE: 

August/September: 

Monologues

Cold Readings

Play reaction paper

Scene Work

October:

One-Act Play #1 Performance – October 17, 2018
 Playwright Research Project

November:

Theatre by the Numbers Performance - November 28, 2018

 Live performance Critique

December: 

Scene work from selected contemporary playwrights
January: 

Final Scenes
Technical Theatre: Technical work will occur throughout semester. 
Additional Info:

Evening live theatre options
Sept. 20 or 27…The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. Based on the novel by Mark Haddon; Adapted by Simon Stephens (performed by Actors’ Theatre at Spectrum Theatre)

Dec 6, 2018 ... Good Kids by Naomi Lizuka (performed by GRCC Theatre at Spectrum Theatre)
Guest speakers
General Classroom Information 

1. Attend each class with energy and a willingness to work! 
2. Bring bottled water to class – stay hydrated when performing. 
3. NO electronic devices in class. This is a distraction from the performance process in addition to being incredibly rude as an audience member. Proper etiquette is a must. 

4. This is a performance class – NO GUM! 

5. Whenever possible, read new plays, see new plays. I have an abundance of plays to share. 
6. Given the nature of this course, it is imperative that all students demonstrate the utmost respect for one another. Absolute, undivided attention must be given to all classroom performances. Attendance must be exceptional. Much of the work of this course hinges upon partner, small group and whole group interaction and support.
